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Religious Liberty — Documentary, IV. 


Controversy in Peru 


Protestant work in Peru is carried on under more dif- 
ficulties than in most Latin American countries. Inter- 
ierence with religious freedom has become “a hot subject” 
in Lima, according to /nter-American (New York) for 
January. 


Petitions to Congress 


In October, 1943, it reports, a group of Senators and 
Deputies presented to the Peruvian Congress petitions ask- 
ing for “protection from the Catholic ‘fight against Protest- 
antism’ which, it is claimed, is being carried on despite 
Constitutional guarantees of freedom of conscience. It 
was shown how the Ley de Jmprenta has been used to 
justify the breaking up of Evangelist meetings by mem- 
bers of the Catholic ‘Eucharistic Crusade.’ . . . 

‘We cannot believe,’ the petition says, ‘that . . . when 
millions of men are sacrificing their lives on the battle- 
field in defense of Liberty and Democracy .. . it is a 
propitious hour in which openly to incite religious warfare 

. . nor to expose ourselves to the severe and justified 
criticism which has appeared in some organs of the press 
of our sister countries.’ 

“. . . The petition’s specific request was: (1) that the 
Minister of Interior and Police issue more energetic 
measures to prevent the subordinate authorities from ‘con- 
tinuing to commit abuses against the Evangelists’; (2) to 
provide all the necessary guarantees for the free exercise 
of their religion; (3) that the Minister of Foreign Rela- 
tions and Religion give instructions that ‘passports of per- 
sons desiring to come to Peru be visaed by the Consuls 
without taking into consideration the religious creed which 
they profess.’ ” 

The Minister of Interior and Police has informed the 
Senate that the Civil Guard and police have been ordered 
to give the protection requested in the petition. 


The Pastoral Letter 


How far the Peruvian hierarchy may sometimes go in 
anti-Protestant statements is indicated by the Pastoral Let- 
ter issued by the Archbishops and Bishops on December 
18. In reproducing here excerpts from this document we 
wish to make clear that it is not representative of the en- 
tire Catholic hierarchy in Latin America. Also, as the 
next article in this issue shows, it is very far in spirit and 
tone from some official Catholic pronouncements in North 
America. Yet as a statement by the hierarchy of one of 
the Latin American republics this document has much 
significance. 


The Pastoral Letter declares that “we are in duty bound 
to raise today a warning voice against a grave and wide- 
spread danger, which seriously threatens the purity and 
unity of our religious faith. The fold has already been 
daringly attacked and the wolf would continue with im- 
punity to spoil the flock and enjoy at the same time the 
protection of the law and the goodwill of the authorities. 

“We warn you therefore once more against the multi- 
tude of mercenary pastors who have invaded our native 
land. . . . You will understand ere this that we refer to 
Protestant propaganda. 

“Many years ago now Protestantism commenced to fil- 
ter through into this nation. . . . The first groups, how- 
ever, worked very much behind the scenes, since the 
Fourth Article of our Constitution declared the Apostolic 
Roman Catholic faith to be the state religion to the ex- 
clusion of all other forms of worship. The Protestant 
sects, however, in combination with anti-Catholic so- 
cieties, refused to rest till they had succeeded by specious 
pretexts in inducing our Legislative Chambers, first to 
mutilate and later repeal this Article, which constituted a 
sacred bulwark of our religious belief and a powerful re- 
straint against sectarian audacity. 

“Scarcely was this protecting wall broken down and 
liberty of worship granted than the unrestrained violence 
of the sects overflowed in campaigns to propagate their 
doctrines ; and, as though they now owned the country, 
they abused the hospitality so liberally extended to them 
and thought themselves quite within their rights in setting 
to work to demolish the secular edifice of our Catholicism 
by applying to it the incendiary torch of their heretical 
blasphemy.” 

“In their eagerness to propagate their doctrine we 
behold them over-running towns, cities and country in the 
Coast, Sierra and Forest Region, armed with leaflets, 
tracts, periodicals and books, vehicles of their error and 
propagators of their virulence against the Catholic 
Church, all of which are distributed or sold profusely, 
the same as their Bibles, sometimes mutilated and always 
without the necessary ecclesiastical approval. With 
irritating cynicism we see them posing as teachers of re- 
ligion, belching forth upon the ignorant populace from 
their soap-boxes in streets, plazas and parks, the whole 
content of their falsehood, pitifully disiiguring the very 
foundations of dogma and ethics, disguising the Word 
of God and deliberately falsifying historical truth. For 
the exercise of their religion and the greater success of 
their propaganda, they hold services in halls or rooms 
where their adepts and sympathizers gather and to which 
the curious and unwary are attracted. It is common 
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knowledge too, that under the name of evangeiical mis- 
sions, they endeavor to usurp the place of genuine mission- 
aries of the Gospel, establishing themselves in conimuni- 
tics already instructed in the catechism and christianized 
by true missionaries, whom they devilishly despoil of the 
fruits of their labors and self-sacrifice amongst the peopie 
by misleading religious criterion with base lies and re- 
viling the ministry. 

“Another favorite method of Protestant propaganda in 
the Sierra and l‘orest Region is the practice of medicine. 
Pastors and nurses with a smattering of medical knowl- 
edge and well provided with medicines by the societies 
which support them, launch frequent campaigns of this 
sort behind the backs of our own doctors and without any 
semblance of legality. Such tactics facilitate their entry 
into the home and afford them opportunity to visit the 
sick and thus ingratiate themselves into the sanctuary 
of religious conviction. 

“We notice that the propagation of Protestantism is 
specially developed amongst simple folk, that is to say, 
amongst those who, through lack of education do not 
possess the judgment necessary to discern between truth 
and dogmatic error and are consequently readily exploited 
by heretical sophisms. To ensure the success of their 
work they carefully choose outlying suburbs and places 
where the presence of priests, missionaries or energetic 
Catholics does not interfere with the dechristianization 
of the humble poor. 

“From the ranks of these humble folk, heresy recruits 
the victims of its error; and these poor types of converts, 
attracted by the bait of economic advancement and in- 
structed in the above mentioned methods are thrown into 
the breach as propagandists and at times, even as pastors ; 
although be it said in passing, nobody believes in their 
self-denial or sincerity, since they bear on their con- 
science the stigma of treachery and apostasy.” 

Referring to the petitions presented to the Peruvian 
Congress, the Letter says that this “cannot fail to awaken 
our zeal and . alarm the national Catholic conscience.” 
These guarantees of protection are “in favor of foreign 
sectarians, who come here to wound the religious senti- 
ments of the Catholics who constitute the majority of the 
nation, and that precisely at the same time as the same 
Chamber was dealing with the matter of the nationaliza- 
tion of the clergy and the repudiation of foreign priests, 
whose mission is certainly not that of dechristianizing 
our land.” 

In denying the reality of the Eucharist, the Letter goes 
on to say, Protestants “reject sacramental communion 
which is the source of Christian life; they deny the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, which constitutes the vital centre 
of religious worship; and they refuse Extreme Unction, 
which is the supreme hope of the dying. 

“By denying to the Immaculate Mother her most noble 
prerogatives, these born enemies of her honor vent their 
fury against her perpetual virginity, her maternity, her 
veneration and her worship.” They show “even greater 
hostility and intransigence towards the very Saints, con- 
demning in the same strain their worship and mediation 
with God in our favor. . . . But Catholics verily under- 
stand the reason for Protestant hatred toward the Saints. 
Sanctity is the exclusive note of the Catholic Church . . 
whilst heresy will be condemned to the perpetual humilia- 
tion of sterility . . . unable to produce one single authen- 
tic saint.” 

Protestants do not recognize “the divine Institution 
of the Catholic Church as the only true one founded by 
Jesus Christ, deny to its visible Head the powers that go 
with his high investiture, which were accredited by the 


Lord... . This aversion of Protestants to the High 
Priesthood involves also the Catholic priesthood, to which 
it would deny divine origin and sacramental character in 
order to cast down from its magnificent pedestal and see 
it submerged in the mire... . 

“Protestants, Bible in hand, come with bandaged eyes 
to search the sacred page through the prisin of their ‘free 
examination,’ which does not permit of their seeing the 
clearest and most outstanding truths which the Scriptures 
otter us. The triple affirmation of the Catholic thesis 
against the triple LVrotestant negation concerning the 
Keucharist, the Priesthood, the most Holy Virgin and the 
Saints is aniply substantiated by the Bible for all believers 
who read without prejudice, and is equally sanctioned by 
the Tradition of the Church. ... 

“To justify their action, when invading that which 
is most sacred to us, the sects present us with such 
‘eulogies’ as these: 

**Latin American priests are ignorant and corrupt; 
amongst the male population the educated classes are 
sceptics, while the common people are stupefied by alcohol, 
since by a sort of arrangement between the Church and 
State, the latter sells spirits and the former provides 
occasions for its consumption in its festivals; it would ap- 
pear that Governments and Church have conspired to 
degrade their people; religion has disappeared; igno- 
rance and vice reign alone.’ (Protestant Congress of Mon- 
tevideo, quoted by ‘Efemerides Marianas ot Santiaga de 
Chile,’ Sept. 1929). And in one of the leaflets profusely 
distributed by the Evangelical Union we read: ‘Do you 
who read these lines realize that America is an un-Chris- 
tian, godless continent and that its inhabitants have never 
heard of the Saviour from sin and that they lie in the 
blackest darkness of death?’ ” 

If Protestant preachers knew “anything at all of our 
national history,” says the Pastoral Letter, they would 
realize that “our Christianity is older and more deeply 
rooted than that of any of the North American communi- 
tics.” What then, it asks, ‘can be the aim of these stub- 
born Protestants in introducing their propaganda amongst 
the peaceful dwellers of these lands, who were born and 
cradled in the Catholic Faith? Do they pretend to Chris- 
tianize them as if they were heathen in some corner of 
Africa or of the South Seas? How is it that they prefer 
our territory for the scene of their evangelical aggression 
and forget the 75,000,000 of atheists which figure in the 
latest census in the United States?” 

Faith without unity “is void. It is as unchangeable as 
the axioms and postulates of mathematics; it, like truth, 
has only one face, which does not permit of disguise. 
On the other hand, versatility is not a characteristic of 
Protestantism. ... The fruit of this endless wandering 
is doctrinal chaos, in which heresy becomes ever more 
deeply engulfed, and whose devices, as if originated by 
the Father of Lies, endeavor only to undermine our Faith 
and rob us of its precious treasure. 

“For its work work of destruction and_proselytism 
heresy chooses, instead of pagan peoples, Catholic centres, 
which profess and practice the true Faith and thus insults 
our Christian traditions, our Saints and our religious rites. 
It mocks the hierarchy, pours scorn on the priesthood and 
belittles the ministry. By sowing confusion in the minds 
of the simple it breeds doubt concerning incontrovertible 
dogmas ; succeeds in making apostates and deserters, and 
ends up by destroying the very Faith itself, which it so 
arrogantly exalted with the open Bible as a rule of Faith 
interpreted according to individual inspiration. It  re- 
fuses the infallibility of the Catholic Church and _ loses 
itself forthwith in a multitude of sects not knowing 
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whither they go, lacking in cohesion and devoid of unity 
vi belief. Such is the ridiculous and shametul spectacie 
ot endless change and contradiction in the basic doctrines 
oi our Creed, which Protestantism presents to us when 
she attacks our laith.”’ 

Protestantism, the Letter declares, undermines na- 
tional unity for “there is no binding agent so strong 
as religion tor harmonizing wills and uniting hearts. . . . 
Whoever attempts to violate our spiritual unity, attacks 
thereiore, our nationality. . . . And Protestantism would 
aspire to the doleful glory of choking up the living 
fount ui our greatness by tearing apart our unity, digging 
gulis that would separate parents and children and 
brethren.” This “divisive propaganda” also creates fric- 
tion that may “embitter international relations.” ‘“Out- 
standing writers” attribute to the Protestant campaign 
of propaganda “purposes that go farther than a mere 
propagation of sects, the agents ot which are these l’rotest- 
ants so long prepared and well paid... . 

“... The Protestant invasion, beloved children, has 
demonstrated clearly that it is endangering our religious 
patrimony ; therefore it is necessary that every son otf the 
church and of our Catholic Nation prepare himself to de- 
fend it, putting the audacity of the invader within bounds 
and not wavering in a cowardly way or capitulating before 
dogmatic error. We would make ourselves accomplices 
and apostates by the very act of living together with its 
doctrines, attending its worship or agreeing to or sup- 
porting its campaign in this blessed land, where, since the 
majority are Catholics, the state is. obliged by article 
232 of the Constitution to detend their religion. 

“It is urgent, therefore, that we undermine and counter- 
act the Protestant campaign, which is a Crusade of error 
and lies, opposing it with a sound and vigorous Crusade 
of Prayer and Apostleship. .. . 

“This should be organized, as we have noted, on a 
lan of resistance and action against Protestantism with 
fhe collaboration of all the vital forces of Catholicism. 
.. . In this organization we must make use of the spoken 
word, the press, the school, the catechism, the church, 
works of charity, parochial missions, etc., with the ob- 
ject of unmasking the hypocritical propaganda of defama- 
tion and lies to which Protestantism is dedicated ; we must 
intensify instruction in the catechism by means of more 
cooperation and more adequate and efficient methods as 
the circumstances in-each place may advise, according to 
the dictates of each prelate; we must instruct the faith- 
ful in the dogmas of our Holy Religion, particularly those 
that are demed, dishgured, calumniated or ridiculed by 
that heresy... . 

“But if our frank loyalty to the Catholic Church places 
upon us the duty of opposing energetically the [Protestant 
advance, with fortitude repelling its iniquitous campaign, 
it is also true that the love of Christ constrains us in re- 
gard to those wandering sons of the Chureh. Let us pray 
God that the bandage that blinds their eyes to the truth 
may fall away, and that they also may enter the one fold, 


the Catholic Church, and come under the staff of the one. 


visible Shepherd, appointed by Christ, who is the Roman 
Pontiff. T.et us pray for their conversion, then, as the 25 
millions of American Catholics are doing.” 


Catholic Statement on Americanism 


The Commission on American Citizenship of the Catho- 
lic University of America has recently issued a statement 
on Americanism, Better Men for Petter Times? is 


Washington, Commission on American Citizenship, The 
Catholic University, 1943. $1.00. 
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the result of nearly five years’ work by the Commission. 
‘The writing is credited to the Rt. Rev. Msgr. George John- 
son and Dr. Robert O. Slavin. Its bearing on religious 
liberty is, for the most part, indirect, but as an exposition 
of the American tradition, its significance in this setting 
should be obvious. [Extensive excerpts are quoted here 
by permission. 

“When the men who founded this nation,” says the 
Commission, “formulated a Declaration of Independence 
based on the principle that all men are created equal and 
cndowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, 
and then proceeded to draw up a Constitution that would 
guarantee respect for these rights on the part of govern- 
ment, they were giving substance to aspirations that men 
have cherished since the dawn of history. Deep in the 
human heart there has ever been some inkling of the fact 
that there are sacred precinets in which the individual has 
the right, under God, to call his soul his own and into 
which he cannot brook intrusion on the part of anything 
or anyone outside of himself. In the degree that he does, 
he loses something of his human stature and becomes less 
a man. 

“The limits of these precincts are not easy to define. 
We were created with a social as well as an individual 
nature and destined to live in the society of our fellows. 
They have claims on us and we have claims on them and 
from cradle to grave our lives and our destinies, our hopes 
and our dreams, are inextricably interwoven with theirs. 
We are not alone, because it is not good for us to be 
alone; we need one another and we achieve happiness 
according as we learn what it means to love one another 
and bear one another’s burdens. In the degree that a man 
walls in his soul against his neighbor, his personality 
shrinks and he loses his capacity for the fullness of life. 

“Yet there is something about each and every one of 
us that is inalienable, something that we cannot give 
without losing all further capacity to give. For if we 
yield it, or if it is taken away from us, we are no longer 
ourselves, but pawns in alien hands, moved about and 
disposed of by a will that is not our own. He who has 
no life he can call his own cannot give life; he who is 
in bondage cannot set others free; he who has no freedom 
to pursue happiness cannot bring happiness to his fellow 

“Faith in human nature, in the integrity and worth- 
whileness of individual men and women, is the necessary 
basis for free government. Where it is absent, fear rules 
the hearts of those who have become strong enough to 
impose their wills on others and fear fashions for itself 
instruments of oppression. . . . Such fear, such distrust 
of people, found no entry into the hearts and minds of 
our Founding Fathers. They had faith in human nature ; 
they believed in men and women. . . . 

“Our government and our institutions are based on the 
acceptance of the fact that there is something sacred 
about individual men and women, that before the law they 
are equal and are not to he deprived of that measure of 
life and freedom and opportunity for happiness and con- 
tent that is their endowment from their Creator. As far 
as government is concerned, we have had large success in 
clinging to this principle and in the making of laws we 
have ever been mindful of the Bill of Rights. However, 
we have not been sufficiently sensitive to the manner in 
which economic power has been developing in our 
midst... . 

“Political freedom becomes a hollow sham when it 
attempts to function in the midst of economic bondage. 
Too many American families, living in this land of ours 
that teems with riches, are forced, through no fault of 
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their own, to eke out the barest kind of an existence. .. . 
As human beings, they have the right to life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, but circumstances being what 
they are, it is impossible for them to exercise this right. 

‘Since the turn of the century, there has been a growing 
realization on our part that our zeal for the preservation 
oi individual liberty must be matched by our devotion to 
the cause of social security. These ideals are not neces- 
sarily exclusive ; as a matter of fact, they complement one 
another, and neither can be achieved at the expense of 
the other. .. . We are convinced that it is possible to 
bring our economic system into conformity with the prin- 
ciples of sound reason and justice without doing violence 
to the essentials of democratic government. 

“After all, the instinct for freedom is strong in our 
hearts, and whatever may be our shortcomings, we have 
learned through the experience of more than a century 
and a half much of the art of self-government. We are not 
novices in the uses of liberty. The American character 
is one of the best evidences in the world that human beings 
develop best when they have a voice in the shaping of 
their own destinies. . . . 

“|. . Perhaps we have not appreciated what we have 
had here in the United States; perhaps we have wasted 
our substance living carelessly, stupidly ; perhaps we have 
forgotten that if men are to remain free, they must strive 
for personal integrity; perhaps we have sacrificed the 
common welfare on the altar of personal greed; perhaps 
we have forgotten the meaning of America. We know 
now that it is time for us to awaken. The alternatives to 
what we have are making the rivers of the world run with 
blood; they have brought peril to our very doors. . 

“While it is always necessary for us, in a society that 
is becoming increasingly stranger to Christ, to fight for 
our rights as Catholics, when secularistic forces threaten 
the sanctity of the home, the rights of parents to control 
the education of their children, the fundamental decencies 
of life, we should not get ourselves into a position of be- 
ing active in community life solely in defense of our own 
interests. We must guard and protect what is the very 
essence of our religious freedom, but we also have the ob- 
ligation of working with men and women of good will 
toward the making of a better world... . 

“. . . We are a humanitarian people, a people that re- 
sponds readily when the needs and sufferings of others 
are brought to our attention. Even those who have long 
since given up any active affiliation with organized religion 
seem to possess reserves of Christian charity. The mes- 
age of the Gospel is still ringing in their hearts. . 

“Where there is no freedom of religion, all other free- 
doms are meaningless. . . . The basic human right is the 
right to maintain vital contact with the divine. Men and 
women decline in dignity and worth and dwindle in human 
stature when they are cut off from God, no matter how 
prosperous and protected they may be from a material 
point of view. 

“Freedom of religion means much more than the right 
to adhere to the sect of one’s choosing and to take part in 
public worship on one’s own terms. It means freedom to 
practice in all its fullness the truth that one believes, tak- 
ing it for granted, of course, that such belief is rational 
and the practices that it involves are in accordance with 
right reason and the common good. 

“Freedom of religion for a Catholic means freedom for 
him in the Church, to learn and to teach... . 

“The same can be said for the right of Catholics in and 
through the Church to make provision for the sick and 


the infirm, to care for orphans and homeless children, to 
support and house the aged and infirm... . 

“Catholic action is the great medium of lay activity and 
of cooperation on the part of the people with the clergy in 
the apostolate. It calls for organizations of every kind 
—organizations of youth and for youth, organizations 
for the practice of piety, organizations for the diffusion of 
Christian culture, organizations for the promotion of 
human welfare, organizations of Catholic farmers and 
Catholic workers. All of these are outward expressions 
of the inner life of the Church which deepens and widens 
because of them. Who lays upon them an arbitrary and 
restraining hand is interfering with the freedom of re. 
ligion. ... 

ets Membership in the Church does not require that the 
Catholic isolate himself from those of his neighbors whose 
persuasions in matters religious differ from his. . . . On 
the contrary, it imposes upon him the obligation of taking 
an active part as a good citizen in activities that promote 
the general welfare of the community, the nation, and 
the world at large. Outside the Church there are multi- 
tudes of men and women who are people of good will 
whose lives give evidence of the noble ideals they cherish 
and who are intensely devoted to everything that promises 
a fuller measure of human happiness. They live in accord 
with the lights that have been vouchsafed them, and fre- 
quently they put Catholics who have so many spiritual 
advantages to shame. Externally, they do not belong to 
the Church, but in their heart of hearts they are imbued 
with the spirit of Jesus Christ and are doing His work 
to the best of their abilities. His grace is working power- 
fully in their souls. . . . Wherever men and women are 
handed together for the promotion of human betterment, 
Christ is in the midst of them, and Catholics should be 
ranged at His side.” 


Interfaith Postwar Discussion in Syracuse, N. Y. 


On February 15 an interfaith “Civic Gathering” was 
held in Syracuse, N. Y., to discuss the Seven-Point Dec- 
laration on a Just Peace, issued last October. (See 
INFORMATION SERVICE Of October 9, 1943 for the text.) 
The meeting is reported in the Catholic weekly America 
of March 28. The committee to plan for the meeting con- 
sisted of the vice-chancellor of the Catholic Diocese of 
Syracuse, a Jewish rabbi from the Jewish Welfare Feder- 
ation and a representative of the Syracuse Council of 
Churches. Each group agreed to secure its own speakers 
and the program was divided among them. The leading 
city dailies gave wide publicity to the meeting. It is re 
ported that 3,500 people attended “in spite of inclement 
weather.” (The city had a population of slightly over 
200,000 in 1940.) The main speakers of the meeting were 
Rev. William B. Pugh, stated clerk, Presbyterian U.S.A. 
General Assembly, on “The Sovereignty of God”; Rabbi 
Samuel Wolk, Central Conference of American Rabbis, 
on “Minorities”; Very Rev. Robert I. Gannon, president 
of Fordham University, on “The Kingdom of God Is 
Within You.” Bishop Foery of the Catholic Diocese of 
Syracuse gave the opening invocation and Rev. Alfred L. 
Taylor, president of the Syracuse Council of Churches, 
the final benediction. One of the speakers at the meeting 
said that peace “will not come from a conference table at 
Geneva . . . but from such a place as your own Syracuse 
and from such a gathering as this.” 

Perhaps this is the stuff of which religious liberty is 
made. 


(Printed in U.S.A.) 
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